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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE EXPANSION BY BANGLADESH'S NATIONAL AIRLINE 

1. HEDAYET AHMED, RECENTLY APPOINTED CHAIRMAN OF 
BANGLADESH BIMAN (BB), INFORMED EMBOFF OF TENTATIVE 
EXPANSION PLANS FOR BB. THE COUNTRY'S NATIONAL AIRLINE. 
AHMED SAID THAT BB NOW HAS LANDING RIGHTS IN CALCUTTA, 
BOMBAY, DUBAI, LONDON AND BANGKOK (BB DOES NOT PRE- 
SENTLY SERVE BOMBAY) AND IS NEGOTIATING FOR LANDING 
RIGHTS AT FRANKFORT, SINGAPORE AND/OR HONG KONG. 

AHMED IS PLANNING TO INAUGURATE BB SERVICE TO BOMBAY 
LATE IN 1975. IF BB OBTAINS LANDING RIGHTS IN 
FRANKFORT AND IN EITHER SINGAPORE OR HONG KONG AND 
BEGINS SERVICE TO BOMBAY, AHMED POSTULATES THAT AN 
ADDITIONAL AIRCRAFT WILL BE REQUIRED. AHMED FEELS THAT 
BB WILL BE IN THE MARKET FOR A USED BOEING 707-300 
SERIES AT. I .-PASSENGER CONFIGURATION BY THE END OF 1975 

IF FAVORABLE FINANCING CAN BE ARRANGED. 

2. COMMENT. AHMED'S PROGNOSIS IS FULL OF "IFS" OF WHICH 
THE MOST TROUBLESOME IS THE LACK OF FINANCING. BUT, 
ACCORDING TO AHMED, BB'S PRESENT INTERNATIONAL OPERATIONS 
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707 PILOTS, SO IF THE LANDING RIGHTS ARE OBTAINED, THE 
PURCHASE OF ANOTHER AIRCRAFT IS CERTAINLY POSSIBLE. 

UNDOUBTEDLY, SOME BDG OFFICIALS WOULD VIEW AN ADDITIONAL 
AIRCRAFT AND ADDITIONAL ROUTES AS AN ENCHANCEMENT OF 
BANGLADESH’S PRESTIGE AND THUS TEMPTING FOR OTHER THAN 
ECONOMIC REASONS. 
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